




About the Runway 
Visitor Park

Located at the end of the busy Manchester Airport runway, 
Runway Visitor Park is a unique visitor attraction creating 
a fun and educational experience for all ages. Established 
in 2005, the Education Centre at Runway Visitor Park still 
continues to educate & inspire. On average, 14,500 pupils 
take part in our Educational Tours each year.

The interactive nature of our tours is what truly brings them 
to life. Visitors taking part have the opportunity to board 
real aircraft, whilst learning about the different job roles 
that help ensure the airport runs smoothly. Not to forget 
everyone’s favourite part - hopping into the pilot’s seat.

Runway Visitor Park has breath-taking views across both 
runways. Watch the awesome A380 land into Manchester, 
or spot the private jets as they taxi for take off!

We have linked our tours to areas of the National 
Curriculum, actively encouraging 
and involving children in their 
learning. 

This pack contains 
useful information on 
preparing, planning 
and booking your 
visit as well as 
suggested activities 
for back in the 
classroom.











Education Tours
Visit Activities
Suitable for: Early Years

To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Learning outcomes
Taken from the Early Years Development Matters Document 

Objectives taken from bands 30-50 months, 40-60 months 

and the Early Learning Goals

Curriculum links
Personal, social and emotional 
development, communication 
and language, physical 
development, mathematics, 
understanding the world.

Teachers notes

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
• Explains own knowledge and understanding, and 

asks appropriate questions of others.
• Enjoys responsibility of carrying out small tasks.
• Is more outgoing towards unfamiliar people and 

more confident in new social situations.
• Confident to speak to others about own needs, 

wants, interests and opinions.
• Children are confident to try new activities, and 

say why they like some activities more than 
others. They are confident to speak in a familiar 
group, will talk about their ideas (ELG).

• Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not 
immediately met, and understands wishes may 
not always be met. 

• Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, 
social situations and changes in routine.

• Aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural 
expectations in the setting.

• They work as part of a group or class, and 
understand and follow the rules. They adjust 
their behaviour to different situations, and take 
changes of routine in their stride. (ELG).

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE
• Listens to others one to one or in small groups, 

when conversation interests them.
• Focusing attention – still listen or do, but can shift 

own attention.
• Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused 

on own choice of activity).
• Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly 

during appropriate activity. 
• Children listen attentively in a range of situations. 

They give their attention to what others say and 
respond appropriately (ELG).

• Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or 
put away an object. Beginning to understand 
‘why’ and ‘how’ questions.

• Listens and responds to ideas expressed by 
others in conversation or discussion.

• Children follow instructions involving several 
ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions about their experiences and in 
response to stories or events. (ELG).

• Questions why things happen and gives 
explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, when, how.

• Uses intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make 
the meaning clear to others.

• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of 
their experiences.

• Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and 
naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of 
new words. 
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To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
• Mounts stairs, steps or climbing equipment using 

alternate feet.
• Shows understanding of the need for safety 

when tackling new challenges, and considers and 
manages some risks.

• Practices some appropriate safety measures 
without direct supervision. 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
• Remembers and talks about significant events in 

their own experience. Recognises and describes 
special times or events for family or friends. 
Shows interest in different occupations and ways 
of life

• Children talk about past and present events in 
their own lives and in the lives of family members. 
They know that other children don’t always enjoy 
the same things, and are sensitive to this (ELG)

• Talks about why things happen and how things 
work

• Children recognise that a range of technology is 
used in places such as homes and schools. (ELG).

MATHEMATICS
• Recites numbers in order to 10. 
• Knows that numbers identify how many objects 

are in a set. 
• Shows curiosity about numbers by offering 

comments or asking questions.
• Counts up to three or four objects by saying one 

number name for each item. 
• Counts actions or objects which cannot be 

moved. 
• Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count 

beyond 10.

EXPRESSIVE ART AND DESIGN
• Engages in imaginative role-play based on own 

first-hand experiences.
• Uses available resources to create props to 

support role-play.

LITERACY
• Shows interest in illustrations and print in books  

and print in the environment.
• Knows information can be relayed in the form  

of print.

Lesson Plan

WELCOME & DC10
Children will arrive into the park and will be given time to go to the toilet if needed.

Children will be welcomed to the park by our tour guides. They will be instructed to carefully climb the 
steps to our DC10 aircraft. Once aboard, children will take a seat on the plane. The guides will go through a 
few health and safety regulations to keep everyone safe. 

The guides will then begin talking about what makes the DC10 so special. What did it do before it came to 
the park?  Why is only half the plane left? What happened to the other half of the plane? After the video, 
the guides will reiterate what happened to the plane and talk  
to the children about recycling. 

Children will then be asked to sit on the centre section of the  
plane on the floor. Children will also talk about going on holiday  
and packing their suitcase. The guide will show the children a  
model airplane and demonstrate where the pilot and  
passengers sit and where the baggage goes. They will also  
talk about the different parts of the plane: nose, wings etc. 



To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Lesson Plan cont...

The guides will talk to the children about all the different jobs at the airport including the pilot and cabin 
crew, the fire crew, the police, the bird control officers, the air traffic control etc. Children will all be given 
the opportunity to dress up and partake in some role-play in for the different roles. 

All children will also be given the chance to go into the flight deck where they will be shown the basics of 
what the buttons do.

MAIN VIEWING AREA
The children will then be guided out into the main part of the park where there will be plenty of 
opportunity to view the planes taking off and landing onto the runway. Children can use this time to spot 
the many different types and designs of planes and other vehicles that use the airfield. 

RJX PLANE
When available, children are then taken onto an old test    
plane. The guide will explain how the planes used to be 
tested and how water was used to shift weight around the 
plane. Children will see what all the wiring and inside of 
the plane looks like when the casing is removed. 

If you are staying with us for lunch, you will now be shown 
to   your designated area.

We hope you have a wonderful day! 

Education Tours



Initial sounds
Pre-Post Visit Activities
Suitable for: Early Years

To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Learning outcomes
Outcome dependant on ability

Curriculum links
Communication and Language, 
literacy

Teachers notes

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE
• Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused 

on own choice of activity).
• Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly 

during appropriate activity. 
• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of 

their experiences.
• Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and 

naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of 
new words.

LITERACY
• Hears and says the initial sound in words. 
• Can segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together and knows which letters 
represent some of them. 

• Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 
letters of the alphabet. 

• Begins to read words and simple sentences
• Hears and says the initial sound in words. 
• Can segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together. 
• Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 

letters of the alphabet.

Main Activity

Using the worksheet provided, children write in the missing letters to complete the word. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY
As an extension, in mixed ability pairs, children could use post-it notes to label different items you could 
take on holiday. 



Initial Sounds Activity
Suitable for: Early Years

_lane

_ird

_loud

_un

_uitcase



Packing a holiday suitcase
Pre-Post Visit Activities
Suitable for: Early Years

To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Learning outcomes
Outcome dependant on ability

Curriculum links
Communication and Language

Teachers notes

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE
• Listens to others one to one or in small groups,  

when conversation interests them
• Focusing attention – still listen or do, but can shift  

own attention. 
• Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused  

on own choice of activity).
• Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly 

during appropriate activity. 
• Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for  

short span.
• Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put 

away an object. 
• Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions
• Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others  

in conversation or discussion
• Children follow instructions involving several ideas 

or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 
about their experiences and in response to stories 
or events.

• Beginning to use more complex sentences to link 
thoughts (e.g. using and, because).

• Uses intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make the 
meaning clear to others. 

• Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people  
that are of particular importance to them. 

• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of  
their experiences.

• Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and 
naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of  
new words.

• Links statements and sticks to a main theme  
or intention. 

• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify  
thinking, ideas, feelings and events.

Main activity

In small groups or as whole class activity, show children an empty suitcase. 

What could this suitcase be for? Is it to take to school? To take to the shops? No, we’re taking it on holiday! 
Discuss where the children may go on holiday. Will it be hot or cold there? 

With the information given, children suggest what type of things would they need to pack in their suitcase. 
You may have some suggested items out on the floor for children to choose from. Question the children on 
their chosen item, what makes them think they would need this? Would they need to take a big woolly jumper 
to the beach? 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY
Depending on ability, children can then use the worksheet to glue pictures on, draw pictures on and some may 
also label what they have decided to take in their suitcase. 



Designing a junk model vehicle
Pre-Post Visit Activities
Suitable for: Early Years

Teachers notes

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE
• Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused 

on own choice of activity).
• Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly 

during appropriate activity. 
• Two-channelled attention – can listen and do  

for short span.
• Beginning to use more complex sentences to link 

thoughts (e.g. using and, because).
• Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people 

that are of particular importance to them. 
• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth  

of their experiences.
• Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping  

and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds  
of new words.

• Links statements and sticks to a main theme  
or intention. 

• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify  
thinking, ideas, feelings and events.

EXPRESSIVE ART AND DESIGN
• Uses various construction materials.
• Realises tools can be used for a purpose.
• Uses simple tools and techniques competently  

and appropriately. 

• Selects appropriate resources and adapts work 
where necessary. 

• Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, 
assemble and join materials they are using.

• They safely use and explore a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and function. 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
• Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. 

makes snips in paper with child scissors.
• Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. 
• Handles tools, objects, construction and 

malleable materials safely and with increasing 
control.

• They handle equipment and tools effectively, 
including pencils for writing.

• Understands that equipment and tools have to  
be used safely.

• Shows understanding of the need for safety  
when tackling new challenges, and considers  
and manages some risks. 

• Shows understanding of how to transport and  
store equipment safely. 

• Practices some appropriate safety measures 
without direct supervision.

Learning outcomes
Outcome dependent on ability

Curriculum links
Communication and language, 
physical development, 
mathematics, expressive art  
and design.

To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.
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Designing a junk model vehicle 

Main Activity

Ask the children to pick their favourite mode of transport: car, plane, train etc. 

Display several pictures of these so that the children can look at them. 

Using a range of junk modelling resources e.g. cardboard boxes, toilet rolls, plastic lids, yoghurt pots, egg 
boxes etc. ask the children to think about their design. Higher ability children may draw and label their 
design before beginning to make it. 

Ask the children what they will use for each part. What will they use for the wheels, the main body etc. 
What resources will they need? Will they need glue? scissors? etc.

Once children have thought about their design, they can begin their creation! 

Children may want to paint their design once they have  
finished it.



Suggested additional activities
Pre-Post Visit Activities
Suitable for: Early Years

To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Activities

TRANSPORT TOPIC DESIGN YOUR OWN PASSPORT
Using the template given, design your own passport 
to use in your role-play area.  

ROLE-PLAY
Create a variety of role-play areas. These could 
include travel agents, onboard a plane, the airport 
etc

Curriculum links: Communication and language, 
understanding the world

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS BARNABY 
BEAR? 
Using Barnaby Bear’s website, follow his adventures 
around the world. Use this as an opportunity to 
discuss different countries, cultures and languages. 
This could include having specific country days. e.g. 
enjoy having a French themed day, speak French, 
listen to French songs, eat French food etc

Curriculum links: Understanding the world

MARK MAKING THROUGH MESSY PLAY
Using a tuff tray or similar, children can enjoy mark 
making with a variety of items: e.g. planes through 
shaving foam (clouds), trucks tracks through wet 
sand/mud, cars through paint etc.

Curriculum links: Physical development, understanding  
the world

FINE MOTOR CONTROL 
Use your pencil to take the pilot to the plane (maze) 

Curriculum links: Physical development

DOT-TO-DOT PLANE ACTIVITY
Curriculum links: Physical development, mathematics

CIRCLE TIME ACTIVITIES/WRITTEN 
ACTIVITY 
My holiday, going to the airport, going on a plane

Curriculum links: Communication and language, literacy

LABELLING A PLANE  
Curriculum links: Literacy

TRANSPORT SURVEY
Go out on a walk around the area and see what 
vehicles you can find! e.g. planes, cars, buses, 
tractors, vans etc

Curriculum links: Communication and language, 
mathematics

ORDERING WEIGHT OF LUGGAGE  
Curriculum links: Mathematics

GOING ON HOLIDAY JOURNEY 
SEQUENCE  
Curriculum links: Communication and language




