




About the Runway 
Visitor Park

Located at the end of the busy Manchester Airport runway, 
Runway Visitor Park is a unique visitor attraction creating 
a fun and educational experience for all ages. Established 
in 2005, the Education Centre at Runway Visitor Park still 
continues to educate & inspire. On average, 14,500 pupils 
take part in our Educational Tours each year.

The interactive nature of our tours is what truly brings them 
to life. Visitors taking part have the opportunity to board 
real aircraft, whilst learning about the different job roles 
that help ensure the airport runs smoothly. Not to forget 
everyone’s favourite part - hopping into the pilot’s seat.

Runway Visitor Park has breath-taking views across both 
runways. Watch the awesome A380 land into Manchester, 
or spot the private jets as they taxi for take off!

We have linked our tours to areas of the National 
Curriculum, actively encouraging 
and involving children in their 
learning. 

This pack contains 
useful information on 
preparing, planning 
and booking your 
visit as well as 
suggested activities 
for back in the 
classroom.









To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Education Tours
Visit Activities
Suitable for: Key Stage Two

Learning outcomes Curriculum links
Literacy, spoken language, 
vocabulary development. 
Science, forces. History.

Lesson Plan

WELCOME & DC10
Children will arrive into the park and will be given time to go to the toilet if needed.

Children will be welcomed to the park by our tour guides. They will be instructed to carefully climb the 
steps to our DC10 aircraft. Once aboard, children will take a seat on the plane. The guides will go through a 
few health and safety regulations to keep everyone safe. 

The guides will then begin talking about what makes the DC10 so special. What did it do before it came to 
the park?  Why is only half the plane left? What happened to the other half of the plane? After the video, 
the guides will reiterate what happened to the plane and talk to the children about recycling. 

The guides will touch briefly on the History of flight- discussing important people such as The Wright 
Brothers.

The guides will talk to the children about all the different jobs at the airport including the pilot and cabin 
crew, the fire crew, the police, the bird control officers, the air traffic control etc. Children will all be given 
the opportunity to dress up and partake in some role-play in all the different roles. 

All children will also be given the chance to go into the flight deck where they will be shown the basics of 
what the buttons do. Here the guides will briefly discuss how forces impact flight. 

MAIN VIEWING AREA
The children will then be guided out into the main part of the park where there will be plenty of 
opportunity to view the planes taking off and landing onto the runway. Children can use this time to spot 
the many different types and designs of planes and other vehicles that use the airfield.

RJX PLANE
When available, children are then taken onto an old test plane. The guide will explain how the planes used 
to be tested and how water was used to shift weight around the plane. Children will see what all the wiring 
and inside of the plane looks like when the casing is removed. 

If you are staying with us for lunch, you will now be shown to your designated area.

We hope you have a wonderful day! 



To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Problem solving using 24hr clock
Pre-Post Visit Activities
Suitable for: Key Stage Two

Learning outcomes
Taken from the National Curriculum

Curriculum links
Mathematics

Teachers notes

MATHEMATICS
• estimate and read time with increasing accuracy 

to the nearest minute; record and compare time 
in terms of seconds, minutes and hours; use 
vocabulary such as o’clock, a.m./p.m., morning, 
afternoon, noon and midnight

• compare durations of events [for example to 
calculate the time taken by particular events  
or tasks].

• read, write and convert time between analogue 
and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks solve problems 
involving converting from hours to minutes; 
minutes to seconds; years to months; weeks  
to days.

Main Activity

Children may have previous knowledge using the 24-hour clock. For this activity, children should be 
confident using the 24-hour clock, therefore previous sessions of teaching may be required. 

Begin the lesson by recapping the 24-hour clock. Children should discuss how airports work and how it 
is important that planes keep to a specific schedule to avoid crashes and too much congestion on the 
runway. This is also the same with train timetables. 

Children should use the departure board worksheet to work out problems using the 24-hour clock. 

Children could also write their own maths problems for each other to solve.

EXTENSION ACTIVITY 

Using a map or globe, children estimate how long they think it would take a plane to reach a specific 
destination from Manchester Airport. They could then research this to see if their estimations were correct.

Children could listen to various airports air traffic control by searching them in an online search engine.

They can also go to flightradar24.com to watch live pictures of the air traffic.



The Departures Board
Suitable for: Key Stage Two

DEPARTURES
TIME FLIGHT DESTINATION GATE REMARKS

10:45 17

23

19

34

05

33

56

25

12

27

Madrid Departed

Departed

Departed

Final Call

Boarding

Departed

Cancelled

Final Call

Final Call

Boarding

Amsterdam

Mexico City

Buenos Aires

Los Angeles

Beijing

Stockholm

Berlin

Moscow

London

XZ 3265

SQ 0972

SQ 2509

RT 9122

XZ 6005

QE 0078

TY 2053

ER 7452

XZ 0352

XZ 0569

10:50

11:00

11:05

11:10

11:20

11:25

11:25

11:30

11:35

1. The 10.45 flight to Madrid takes 3 hours and 20 minutes, at what time will it land?

2. The 11.25 flight to Stockholm has been delayed by 85 minutes, what time will it depart?

3. The 11.30 flight to Moscow takes 4 hours and 40 minutes, at what time will it land?

4. The 11.20 flight to Beijing has been delayed for 7 hours and 10 minutes, at what time is 
it due to take off?

5. The 11.10 flight to Los Angeles is delayed by 20 minutes, the flight takes 6 hours and  
50 minutes. At what time will it land in Los Angeles?



To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Persuasive writing
Post Visit Activity
Suitable for: Key Stage Two

Learning outcomes
Taken from the National Currciculum

Curriculum links
Literacy

Teachers notes

LITERACY
Pupils should be taught to: 
• apply their growing knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and 
morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both 
to read aloud and to understand the meaning of 
new words they meet 

• read further exception words, noting the unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound, 
and where these occur in the word. using 
dictionaries to check the meaning of words that 
they have read

• read books that are structured in different ways 
and reading for a range of purposes discussing 
words and phrases that capture the reader’s 
interest and imagination and understand what 
they read in books

• check that the text makes sense to them, 
discussing their understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context 

• asking questions to improve their understanding 
of a text 

• retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
• participate in discussion about both books that 

are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what 
others say

• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand 
how to add them (English Appendix 1) 

• spell further homophones 
• place the possessive apostrophe accurately in 

words with regular plurals [for example, girls’, 
boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for 
example, children’s] 

• spell words that are often misspelt (English 
Appendix 1) 

• use the first two or three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a dictionary

• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters and understand which 
letters, when adjacent to one another, are best 
left unjoined 

• increase the legibility, consistency and quality 
of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring 
that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced 
sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders 
of letters do not touch]

• Discuss writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and 
learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

• discuss and recording ideas 
• draft and write by:  composing and rehearsing 

sentences orally (including dialogue), 
progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 
structures (English Appendix 2) 

• organising paragraphs around a theme in non-
narrative material, using simple organisational 
devices [for example, headings and sub-
headings] 

• evaluate and edit by:  assessing the effectiveness 
of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 
improvements, proposing changes to grammar 
and vocabulary to improve consistency, including 
the accurate use of pronouns in sentences, proof-
read for spelling and punctuation errors

To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.



Persuasive writing

To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Main activity

The teacher should tell the class that they will be writing a piece of persuasive writing about Concorde. 
This could be extended over several lessons.

As children will know after visiting the Runway Visitor park, Concorde retired in 2003 due to numerous 
reasons. Children should research Concorde’s history and find out as much as they possibly can about this 
incredible plane. 

In groups, they should then have a verbal debate. One side should argue why it was right to retire 
Concorde, the other side should argue that the plane should still be flying today.

Children should then write a piece of persuasive writing to argue their point. The teacher could show the 
children a piece of persuasive writing as an example. A checklist could also be provided for children to 
follow. 

Children can then self-assess their work and also give their work to a member of the opposing team to 
assess. 

• develop their understanding of the concepts 
set out in English Appendix 2 by extending the 
range of sentences with more than one clause 
by using a wider range of conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, although, using the present 
perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past 
tense, choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately 
for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition, 
using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause ,using fronted adverbials, 
learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English 
Appendix 2

• indicate grammatical and other features by:  
using commas after fronted adverbials, indicating 
possession by using the possessive apostrophe 
with plural nouns, using and punctuating direct 
speech, use and understand the grammatical 
terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately 
and appropriately when discussing their writing 
and reading.



To make a booking or for advice about your visit please email Education Tours at education.tours@manairport.co.uk or call us on 0161 489 8336.

Amelia Earhart Biography
Pre-Post Visit Activities
Suitable for: Key Stage Two

Learning outcomes
Taken from the National Curriculum

Curriculum links
History

Teachers notes

HISTORY
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local 
and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They 
should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 
selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge 
of the past is constructed from a range of sources. History 190 In planning to ensure the progression 
described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should 
combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the 
complexity of specific aspects of the content

Main activity

Explain to children there have been many important people that have played a part in the history of 
aviation. Introduce Amelia Earhart to the children. Explain to the children that they will be carrying out 
some research into who Amelia Earhart was. 

Children can carry out their research using technology as well as books if available.

Children should use the information they have discovered to write a biography on Amelia Earhart. Show 
children and example of a biography and what they should include. 

Once children have written their biography, they can self-assess as well as giving their work to one of their 
peers to assess to ensure they have included all the details that were required.

EXTENSION
Research other important people in the history of aviation. 
Research other important women in history.
Write a biography on their lives so far. 



Biography checklist
Suitable for: Key Stage Two

 Did I ... Child Friend Teacher

STRUCTURE AND LANGUAGE

... use a title?

... write an introduction?
(Give a brief overview of who the text is about.)

... write about key events or  
people in a person’s life?

... describe their achievements,  
and how they are remembered?

... describe their personality?

PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR

... write in the past tense?

You were good at ...

Next time it might be better if ...




